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To Our New Doctoral Students: 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Philip Merrill College of Journalism and to the University of 
Maryland.  We are very pleased that you have chosen the Merrill College, and we look forward to 
helping you to realize your scholarly and career goals. 
 
The doctoral program is designed to develop your skills in research, scholarship and teaching.  
Incorporating qualitative and quantitative research methodology, theory and cognate course work, we 
believe our program will prepare you for a career of distinction —one in which you will be able to 
advance the standards and practices of journalism and shape our understanding of news and media 
and their influence on communities as well as the greater society.  As scholars, your research and 
critical analysis will have the power to influence the direction of journalism and journalism education 
for many years to come. 
 
The Philip Merrill College of Journalism regulates the majority of the policies governing your 
coursework, examinations and dissertation phases.  These policies and the standards of our College 
are delineated in this handbook.  We ask that you please retain a copy of the handbook for the 
duration of your studies. 
 
As a doctoral student we expect you to set consistently high standards for yourself, to take your 
academic work seriously at all times, to go beyond the minimum in each course and to commit 
yourself to a thorough engagement in scholarship.  This obligation, of course, includes a commitment 
to teaching. Networks and mentoring relationships will be paramount to your success in the doctoral 
program.  We expect that you will develop these relationships with our faculty, as well as with others 
in the University community around you; we encourage you to begin fostering them early in your 
studies. 
 
The College devotes enormous financial resources and faculty time and attention to each doctoral 
student.  We expect that each of you will return our investment as you immerse yourself in the 
intellectual life of the College and contribute to it.  This can be done in many ways, including 
attendance at presentations, guest lectures, dissertation defenses, even our “brown bag” informal 
discussions.  They are all important.  It is also important for you to reach out to your fellow graduate 
students and visiting faculty members. 
 
The College’s revised Ph.D. program, now in its eighth year, is one of the most highly regarded 
doctoral programs in journalism.  Even with our impressive achievements, we have potential for 
tremendous growth. Having laid a solid foundation for all of our students, we rely on you to serve as 
a partner with us to attain our mission.  Together, we will also attain your goals. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lee Thornton, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean & Richard Eaton Chair 
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