
Students at the annual Maryland
Scholastic Press Association’s Summer
Journalism Program received valuable
instruction from local and national
journalists.  Many of the program’s
instructors and session discussants are
affiliated with the Philip Merrill College
of Journalism.

Thomas Kunkel is the president of the
American Journalism Review and dean of

the College. Kunkel spent most of his
career as a newspaper writer and editor,
including positions at The New York
Times, The Miami Herald and The
Cincinnati Post. At age 29, Kunkel
became the youngest, top editor in
Knight-Ridder history when named
executive editor of the Columbus Ledger-
Enquirer. Kunkel has also authored
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Area Professionals Teach Summer Program

More than 115 high school students
spent part of their summer break learning
journalism at the University of Maryland
for the annual Maryland Scholastic Press
Association’s Summer Journalism
Program.

Students from around the country
spent one week in College Park, Md.,
learning the ins and outs of the
journalism profession. The students
gained hands-on experience and heard
guest lectures from professionals with
years of journalism experience.

Rising freshmen through graduating
seniors attended the program.  Rising
upperclassmen were able to stay in
campus dormitories.

Classes included desktop publishing
and page design, beginning news writing,
advanced news writing, sports writing,
poetry and a newspaper editor-in-chief
program. 

Despite the increasing number of
students, MSPA still manages to ensure
each student has a valuable experience.

“Each year it seems like more and more
students, both within and outside of the
state of Maryland inquire about the
program,” said MSPA Executive Director
Marchelle Payne-Gassaway.  “While we’d
love to allow everyone into the program,

Teachers continued on  page 2

MSPA Summer Journalism Program a Success

Summer continued on  page 3

Jody  Brannon,  executive  producer  for  news  at  USATODAY.com,  talks  about
online  journalism  to  MSPA  summer  students  visiting  USA  TODAY  headquarters
in  McLean,  Va.  Every  year,  partipants  of  MSPA  Summer  Journalism  Program
take  a  field  trip  to  a  news  organization.  The  previous  year,  students  took  a  field
trip  to  Bloomberg  News  in  Washington,  D.C.

Students Spend
Vacation at 
J-Boot Camp



he Maryland Scholastic Press
Association is continually
seeking opportunities to assist
scholastic media programs.
Over the summer, the

Association oversaw a successful summer
program that attracted over 115
participants for six course offerings.
Many of the program’s participants were

local to College Park while others traveled
from around the country.  Outstanding
instructors like Jon DeNunzio and
Matthew Sheehan of The Washington
Post, Robert Guy Matthews of The Wall
Street Journal and Penny Bender Fuchs of
the Philip Merrill College of Journalism,
coupled with great keynote speakers like
Gary Bender of Fox 5 and Ellen Cornelius
of the Carroll County Times, made the
experience unforgettable.

The Association is preparing for the
upcoming Fall Convention scheduled for
Saturday, Nov. 13, 2004.  In the coming
weeks the Board and I anticipate that
many advisers and students will register
for the event.  Representatives from media
outlets such as AOL, USATODAY.com
and The Washington Post are scheduled
to conduct sessions.

The Fall Convention is a great

opportunity to share information and
exchange ideas.  The cost for early
registrants is a mere $7 for students and
$30 for advisers.  Students and advisers
registering after Oct. 31, 2004 can attend
the convention for $15 and $45
respectively.

Many of the entries from the 2004
Publications Contests and from the 2004
Individual Writing and Editing Contests
have been returned from the judges. This
year’s event promises to be an
opportunity to showcase winners,
highlight achievements, and provide a
forum where some of the top scholastic
publications can be recognized. 

The Fall Convention is definitely an
event you will not want to miss.

Visit, www.journalism.umd.edu/mspa
to obtain the latest information about
MSPA and MSPA's activities.

several books, including a biography on
Harold Ross of The New Yorker.

Steve Crane, Cristina Chuang and
Penny Bender Fuchs are three other
Merrill faculty members who were on
hand for the program.  Crane, a graduate
of Maryland, is the Washington bureau
director for Capital News Service and a
former editor and reporter for The
Washington Times. Chuang is the
College’s Web and publications
coordinator, overseeing design of in-house
advertisements and newsletters and
school Web sites. Fuchs, the executive
director of the American Association of
Sunday and Feature Editors, is also the
director of career and professional
development services for the College.

Tamara Henry, who became the second
Scripps Howard Foundation Doctoral
Fellow at the College in 2002, was a
national education writer for 10 years at
USA TODAY. She has won several
national and local awards, including a
Pulitzer Prize nomination in 2000.

Another College affiliate, Gary Clites, is
in his seventh year as president of the
Maryland/D.C. Scholastic Press
Association. A graduate of the College,
Clites teaches journalism, film and
broadcasting at Northern High School in
Calvert County, Md., site of an award-

winning student newspaper. Clites also
writes on educational journalism and was
named a special recognition adviser by
Dow Jones in 1998 for his work in
journalism education.

Another Maryland alumna, Donnita
Davis, who earned her master’s degree in
creative writing in 2002, has been
teaching for six years.  For the past four
years, Davis has been an instructor at
Prince George’s Community College.
Davis also teaches Early American
Literature and British Literature to
upperclassmen at Friendship Edison
Collegiate Academy in Washington, D.C.

Ylan Mui has been an education
reporter with The Washington Post for
two years. A graduate of Loyola
University in New Orleans, she also
worked for The Times-Picayune, New
Orleans Magazine and the (Minneapolis)
Star-Tribune.

Matthew Sheehan, also a graduate of
the College, is an assistant news editor at
The Washington Post.  Sheehan has
interned at The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution and the St. Petersburg (Fla.)
Times. 

University of Virginia alumni Jon
DeNunzio has been with The Washington
Post since 1994.  DeNunzio has
coordinated The Post’s high school sports
coverage-which includes news for more

than 250 Washington area high schools
since March 2000.  Prior to The Post, he
worked for the Daily Press in Hampton
Roads, Va. and the Potomac News in
Woodbridge, Va.  

Ellen Cornelius is an editor for the
Carroll County (Md.) Times and oversees
the planning and production of 11 sections
each week. In 1996, Cornelius instituted a
youth correspondent program, which has
grown to include 25 local teens and is
published weekly during the school year.
Cornelius is a former reporter with the
Anchorage Daily Times.  
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the need to keep course enrollment small
is and will remain a priority.”   

Among the students to attend, twenty
were recipients of merit scholarships
sponsored by The Washington Post. The
twenty scholarships totaled over $11,000
and covered program tuition, housing and
limited meals.  

Scholarship recipients were Ciara
Banks and Emma Stewart of Ballou High
in Washigton, D.C., Gernethia Rich of
Benjamin Banneker Academic High
School in Washington, D.C., TaKisha
Johnson of Bishop McNamara High
School in Md., Rohit Manaktala of
Centreville High School in Va., Kevin
Biggins, Tyeron Boston, Terrell King and

Joseph Washington of DuVal High School
in Md., Travis Watkins of Glen Burnie
High School in Md., Secelie Debellot of
Milford Mill Academy in Washington,
D.C., Kristina Hamilton of Montgomery
Blair High School in Md., Faria Hassan
and Ayesha Qadeer of Quince Orchard
High School in Md., Samuel Cartwright
of School Without Walls in Washington,
D.C., Aja Hollaway of Seton Keough in
Md., Hilina Agergizat of Theodore
Roosevelt High School in Md., Shernay
Williams a Baltimore native attending
Urbana High School in Ill. and Cecilia
Ferrara and Vanessa Newton of
Woodrow Wilson High School in
Washington, D.C. 

SUMMER: Washington Post Sponsors
Students to Attend Journalism Camp

continued from page 1

Summer  Journalism  Program  participant
Jeffery  Scott,  a  student  of  Riverdale
Baptist  School  in  Largo,  Md.,  sings  to
fellow  students,  parents,  instructors  and
staff  at  MSPA’s  closing  ceremonies.

ommunications teachers
seldom receive the
recognition they deserve.
They toil in relative isolation
in their schools with only

one or two scholastic journalism
professionals per building.  They fight
yearly for the minimal budget needed to
do their jobs and to keep their
publications or broadcasts operating, and
are often forced to resort to selling pizzas
or candy to keep their student's work
flowing.  Meanwhile, they are expected to
produce newspapers, yearbooks,
magazines and television shows of a level
comparable to that created by
professionals in the business, while at the
same time teaching four, five or even six
often packed classes every day.

Scholastic journalism educators deserve
more credit for all they do, and the
Maryland/D.C. Scholastic Press
Association wants to give credit to at
least one teacher from our area.
Therefore, we are instituting a new
award.  At our Fall Convention on Nov.
13, we will name the first annual
Maryland/D.C. Journalism Teacher of the
Year.  The winner will receive a trophy
and other gifts and will be recognized at
our annual adviser luncheon at the
convention. 

Who is eligible?  Any adviser with at
least three years experience who has
shown dedication working with students
in the field of journalism will be
considered.  We seek one dynamic,
dedicated adviser who has done solid
work in the field of scholastic journalism
in our region to receive this inaugural
honor.

We need your help.
Do you know an adviser who deserves

recognition for their work in the field?
You are welcome to nominate yourself,
your teacher, a colleague, or a professional
in the state.  

To make a nomination, send a letter or
e-mail containing the following
information to MSPA:

Name of nominee
School

School address
School phone
School fax
Principal's name
Nominee's e-mail address
Name of publication/broadcast advised
Number of years advising
Awards/recognitions earned by the
nominee or the publication(s)
The teacher's philosophy of teaching
journalism
The teacher's feelings regarding the First
Amendment and scholastic journalism
Why he or she deserves to be the Teacher
of the Year

In addition, we ask you gather at least
two letters of recommendation for the
teacher from any of the following people:
a student, parent, administrator, or
communications professional. 

We encourage young people to
nominate their adviser, or colleagues to
recommend a fellow teacher, but the
nominee must be informed and willing to
provide the information requested above.

Send nominations via e-mail to:
gclites@chesapeake.net, or by mail to
Gary Clites, president, Maryland/D.C.
Scholastic Press Association, c/o Northern
High School, 2950 Chaneyville Road,
Owings, MD  20736.  The winner will be
announced at the Fall Convention on Nov.
13. See you there.
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By Gary Clites
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MSPA seeks nominations for
Maryland/D.C. Journalism
Teacher of the Year 



SOUTHERN INTERSCHOLASTIC
PRESS ASSOCIATION/
SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOLASTIC
PRESS ASSOCIATION

The new membership year began on
Sept. 1. For more information, please visit
www.sc.edu/cmcis/so/sipa/mem.html. 

SIPA offers Evaluation Services in the
areas of broadcasting, literary magazine,
newspaper, and yearbook. Publications
receive ratings of Merit, Excellent,
Superior or All-Southern. Publications
that receive All-Southern ratings qualify
to compete for the Scroggins Award,
which recognizes the best SIPA
publication in each division. Results of
evaluations are announced at the annual
convention at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in
Columbia, S.C. the first weekend in
March each year. Contest are Dec. 5 for
Newspaper and broadcast evaluation.
(Deadline for yearbook and magazine
evaluation has passed, Oct. 15). For more
information, please visit
www.sc.edu/cmcis/so/sipa.

SIPA’s annual convention is scheduled
for March 4-6, 2005.  For more
information, please review their pre-
convention planning guide at
www.sc.edu/cmcis/so/sipa/pdf/
preconvbooklet.pdf. 

JEA/NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC 
PRESS ASSOCIATION

The JEA/NSPA Fall National High
School Journalism Convention will be
held in Atlanta, Ga. from Nov. 18-21, 2004.
It’s the largest fall gathering of student
journalists in America. At the conference,
you will find great speakers, hundreds of
breakouts, fabulous tours and more. Look
for the registration materials as school
starts in 2004. 

The spring convention is scheduled for
April 7-10 in Seattle, Washington.
Registration has not begun yet. 

For additional information, please see
www.studentpress.org/nspa/conventions.
html#atlanta.

COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC 
PRESS ASSOCIATION

A one day conference for high school
publication students and faculty advisers
is scheduled for Nov. 1. Sessions will cover
all aspects of student publishing. Advisers
are welcome to attend sessions with
students; in addition, some sessions will
be organized for advisers only. Session
topics will include: writing and editing;
staff organization and motivation; design
and layout; suggestions for special areas of
coverage; and legal and ethical concerns
for advisers and editors For further details
about this event, please visit
www.columbia.edu/cu/cspa/
FallConfHome.html. 

CSPA’s 81st Annual Scholastic
Convention for student editors and
faculty advisers to newspapers,
yearbooks, magazines, video productions
and online media will be held from March
16-18, 2005. Check www.columbia.edu/
cu/cspa/SpringConvention.html
frequently for updates.

ALABAMA SCHOLASTIC 
PRESS ASSOCIATION

ASPA’s contest deadlines for Fall 2004
are Nov. 5, 2004 for Yearbooks and
Literary Magazines and Dec. 17, 2004 for
Newspapers, Broadcasts and News
Magazines. For additional details,
including the contest submission form,
please visit www.aspa.ua.edu/
contests.html.

KANSAS SCHOLASTIC 
PRESS ASSOCIATION

The Fall Conference was scheduled for
Sept. 27 at the University of Kansas, Sept.
28 at Kansas State University, and Sept.
29 at Fort Hays State University. For
more details, please check
www.ukans.edu/~kspa/

NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOLASTIC
PRESS ASSOCIATION

The NOSPA contest entry deadline is
Jan. 21, 2005.  The next Press Day is
scheduled for Wednesday, April 13, 2005.
A tentative program will be posted March
30. For additional information, please visit
www.jmc.kent.edu/smp.

KETTLE MORAINE 
PRESS ASSOCIATION

KEMPA’s 41st  annual fall conference
was scheduled for Oct. 15 on the campus

of the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater.  The conference features
more than 60 “how to” sessions taught by
leaders in scholastic and professional
journalism are available for students to
choose from.

For more information, please visit
www.kempaonline.com. 

MICHIGAN INTERSCHOLASTIC
PRESS ASSOCIATION

The Fall Conference was scheduled for
Oct. 5, 2004 at the Lansing Center in
Lansing, MI. For more information, please
visit http://mipa.jrn.msu.edu/. 

GARDEN STATE SCHOLASTIC PRESS
ASSOCIATION

GSSPA’s Fall Press Day is scheduled for
Monday, Oct. 25,2004 at the Busch
Campus of Rutgers University. Fall Press
Day is for both students and advisers,
though most of the workshops are for
students. This conference is sponsored in
cooperation with the Department of Mass
Media and Communications of Rutgers
University.  Additional information can be
obtained by sending an email to
info@gsspa.org.
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Searching for

Teacher of the Year 
Scholastic journalism educators
deserve more credit for all they do,
and the Maryland/D.C. Scholastic
Press Association wants to give
credit to at least one teacher from
the area.

To send nominations, mail or e-mail:
Gary Clites
MSPA c/o Northern High School
2950 Chaneyville Road
Owings, MD  20736
gclites@chesapeake.net

For full details on what to send, who
can nominate and how to select
an outstanding teacher, please
read the President’s Corner on
page 3 or visit the Web at:
www.journalism.umd.edu/mspa.

The winner will be announced at
MSPA’s Fall Convention Nov. 13.



REGISTRATION
All students and advisers are strongly
encouraged to register early.  Advisers, school
representatives and/or accompanying adults
should submit the Registration Form to:

Marchelle Payne-Gassaway/MSPA
University of Maryland
1117 Journalism Building
College Park, MD  20742    

All checks should be made payable to
Maryland Scholastic Press Association or MSPA.
Payment should accompany the Registration
Form.  No refunds will be issued after Oct. 22,
2004.

Registration Form should be mailed no later
than Nov. 5, 2004.  If registration has not been
mailed by Nov. 5, 2004, please contact MSPA
to check on session availability and on-site
registration for the convention.

Advisers and/or administrators will be notified
within seven business days of receipt of the
Registration Form. Schools not notified within
ten business days of submitting Registration
Form should contact the MSPA office at (301)
405-8321.

Schools submitting registrations after Nov. 5,
2004 should contact the MSPA office, no later
than Thursday, Nov. 11, 2004 to confirm receipt
of information and determine whether an
alternate form of payment will be requested
upon arrival Saturday, Nov. 13, 2004.

PARTICIPANT ROSTER 
Convention participants will be issued a name
badge indicating registration for the
convention and participation in a University of
Maryland sponsored event.  Advisers and/or
school representatives needing to change the
names of participating students may do so at
Registration Saturday morning.  

No refunds can be issued after Oct. 22, 2004.
However, advisers and/or school
representatives may submit the name of a
different student in lieu of the student initially
submitted.  Advisers and/or school
representatives aware of such student
changes may contact the MSPA office prior to
Nov. 13, 2004 if desired.   

CONVENTION SESSIONS
The convention will feature a host of sessions
covering a wide range of topics addressing
the varied needs of students and advisers.  

Many sessions will entail participation, so come
prepared to ask hard questions and share
innovative practices.  

CONVENTION RATES
Early Registration — Registration forms
postmarked on or before Oct. 31, 2004

$   7.00 — Student Attendees
$ 30.00 — Advisers and/or School

Representatives
Late Registration — Registration forms
postmarked after Oct. 31, 2004

$ 15.00 — Student Attendees
$ 45.00 — Advisers and/or School

Representatives
On-site registration may be available the day
of the convention. However, advisers and/or
school representatives should contact MSPA in
advance to ensure that space is still available.

CONVENTION SCHEDULE
8:00 am to 9:00 am — Register/Check-In
9:20 am to 10:20 am — Opening Ceremony

10:30 am to 11:20 am — Workshop Session I
11:30 am to 12:50 pm — Advisers’ Luncheon

1:00 pm to 1:50 pm — Workshop Session II
2:00 pm to 2:50 pm — Workshop Session III
3:00 pm to 3:45 pm — Closing Ceremony

SWAP SHOP
Students will have the opportunity to have their
own swap shop at the convention to share
publications and ideas with other journalist.
Schools interested in participating in the swap
shop should identify the school’s interest to do
so on the Participant Roster form.  

MEALS
Students: Breakfast and lunch are not included
in the registration fee.  Students may purchase
food from campus or area restaurants.

Advisers: The adviser’s registration fee includes
attendance at the Adviser Luncheon.
Attendance at the Adviser Luncheon for late
registrants is subject to space availability since
the caterer requires confirmation for the
number of luncheon attendees in advance. 

After Oct. 31, 2004, a limited number of
additional lunches can be ordered.  Advisers
registering after Oct. 31, 2004 will be
accommodated on a space available basis.
The registration fee for advisers cannot be
reduced if space is not available at the
luncheon.  

Advisers submitting late registration forms
should contact MSPA at (301) 405-8321 to
inquire about space availability.

ADVISER LUNCHEON
The adviser luncheon is catered and includes
a brief presentation with the opportunity for
advisers to network and share ideas.  Advisers
should identify special dietary constraints on
the registration form.  

Note:  No special dietary needs can be
honored for late registrants.  Advisers
submitting registration forms postmarked after
Oct. 31, 2004 are subject to the existing
luncheon items selected.  

AREA HOTELS
Conference attendees living outside of the
local area may stay in one of several hotels
located in close proximity to the University of
Maryland, College Park.  Convention
attendees interested in securing hotel
accommodations should inquire with MSPA to
obtain additional information.

There are a limited number of rooms at area
hotels so you are encouraged to inquire early
to secure the best rate.  The adviser(s) or
accompanying adult(s) will be responsible for
making the reservation and any damage
occurring to the property during the stay.

TRANSPORTATION
The campus is easily accessible by public
transportation, private automobiles and school
buses.  

Free parking is available in several unrestricted
lots on campus.  However individuals electing
to park in a pay lot are subject to parking fees
associated with each lot. 

CONVENTION GUIDELINES
Guidelines have been established to ensure
that all participants have a safe and enjoyable
experience at the convention.

� All convention attendees must wear the
convention name badges at all times
during the convention. 

� Several sessions limit the number of
participants that may attend.  Once the
session has reached its capacity, students
and/or advisers will be expected to join an
alternate session.

� Food and/or drinks may not be taken into
sessions utilizing computer equipment.

� Convention attendees are expected to
exhibit appropriate behavior at all times.
Destruction of university property and
inappropriate behavior is not acceptable.
Convention attendees displaying such
behavior are subject to expulsion from the
remainder of the day’s events, without a
refund.

� Advisers, chaperones and school
representatives, along with the respective
schools, are liable for damage to university
property by attendees.

CONVENTION QUESTIONS
Questions about the 2004 Fall Convention
should be directed to Marchelle Payne-
Gassaway.  Ms. Payne-Gassaway can be
reached by phone at (301) 405-8321 or by
email at mpayne@jmail.umd.edu.

MSPA Fall Convention Nov. 13, 2004
U n i v e r s i t y  o f M a r y l a n d ,  C o l l e g e  P a r k
The Maryland Scholastic Press Association will be holding the 2004 Fall Convention Saturday, Nov. 13, 2004 at
the University of Maryland, College Park.  The convention promises to be an exciting opportunity for advisers
and students to share meaningful experiences, learn innovative practices and develop new relationships.
Sessions will cover a range of topics from writing and editing to staff organization and management while also
addressing the varied needs of students and advisers.  There’s something for everyone, regardless of skill level,
staff size or scholastic publication.
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